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According to the Gospel of John, chapter 20,
verse 30 and 31, “Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of the disciples which are not
written in this book; but these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in His name.” The purpose of all
that is written in the Gospel of John is to
bring people to trust Christ as God’s Son and
thus give them eternal life. Therefore, since
this passage is taken from John’s gospel, my
goal, too, is that those who do not believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God might be
drawn to Jesus by the power of God the fa-
ther working through His word. It is my
prayer that everyone might look back on this
Christmas loving the truth of Christ more
deeply and being more assured of eternal
life. How do Christmas and the cause of truth
relate to each other? Several hours before
His death, Jesus makes a statement about His
birth which | want us to ponder during this
Christmas season. In response to Pilate’s
question, Jesus said, “You say rightly that |
am a king. For this | was born and for this
cause | have come into the world, that |
should bear witness to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth hears my voice.” Did you
notice how Jesus weds the cause of truth and
His entrance into this world? This is a great
Christrnas text even though it comes from
the end of Jesus’ life on earth, not the begin-
ning. The uniqueness of His birth is implied;
the purpose of His birth is given; and the pre-
condition of approving that purpose is men-

tioned. The uniqueness of His birth is that
He did not originate at His birth. He existed
before He was in a manger: “For this | was
born and for this | have come into the
world...” Before He was ever a baby in
Bethlehem He was a King upon a throne.
The purpose of His birth was to bear witness
to the truth: “For this cause | was born and
for this cause | have come into this world:
to bear witness to the truth.” The pre-
condition of approving that purpose, that is,
the thing that enables a person to agree
that Jesus testifies to the truth is that the
person is “of the truth.” “Everyone who is
of the truth hears my voice.” So, the sum of
the matter is this: Jesus Christ existed be-
fore He was born-indeed, from all eternity,
as the perfect reflection of God’s glory and
exact image of His nature. Therefore, He
was perfectly suited to come into the world
and bear witness to the truth that we might
know God, glorify Him through faith and
gain eternal life. Yet, this was the judgment
that light has come into the world and men
loved darkness rather than light (truth) be-
cause their deeds were evil. O, that every-
one at Cropwell would prove to be “of the
truth” by coming to the light this Christmas.
May we bear witness to the truth for it is
the reason for Christmas. I love you church
family and | hope you have a Merry Christ-
mas!

Pastor Phillip Burden

Visit us on the web at WWW.CROPWELLBAPTIST.ORG
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He is With You

There's a time to live and a time to die.
There's a time to laugh and a time to cry.
There's a time for war and a time for peace.
There's a hand to hold in the worst of these...

He is with you when your faith is dead

He is with you when you can't get out of bed,
Or when your husband doesn't love you anymore...

He is with you when your baby's gone,

When your house is still and your hearts a stone,
When you are crying, God what'd You do that for?
He is with you...

There's a time for yes and a time for no.
There's a time to be angry and a time to let it go.
There is a time to run and a time to face it.
There is a love to see you through all of these...

He is with you in the conference room,

When the world is coming down on you,

And your wife and kids don't know you anymogg.’..
He is with you in the ICU,

When the doctors don't know what to do, -
And it scares you to the core...

He is with you.
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Please sign up at our Women’s Ministry table if you would like to participate in our upcoming Bible
studies in January. We are hoping to offer several different studies for you to choose from, de-
pending on the number of ladies that sign up. If you are interested in participating in one of the
Bible studies listed below, please sign up at the women’s ministry table as soon as possible so that
we can plan accordingly.

He Speaks to me by Priscilla Shirer

This is a six week study with homework. oo you

want to develop a more intimate prayer life? Even more, do you want

to hear from God in practical ways? Let Priscilla Shirer prepare you by

giving you a deeper understanding of the Holy Spirit. Based on the life

of Samuel, who first heard God’s voice while still a small boy. He
Speaks to Me speaks directly to the need to develop a richer prayer life
and deeper, more intimate relationship with God.

10 week study by Dr. David Jeremiah

Minimal Homework we know that we are living in the
last days. Our world seems to be filled with chaos. So what do we do?
In this follow-up to the New York Times bestseller, What in the World

A ten week study with NO homework This DVD Is Go.mg On.', Dr. David Jeremiah h?s identified ten'aspect.s to living '
- confidently in a world of uncertainty, and honoring Christ through it

series is a topical study of our inheritance all.

The Inheritance by Beth Moore

throughout God’s Word. Each session is ap-
proximately 1 hour in length. Key verse: Psalm
16:5-6...1 have a beautiful inheritance.

|
Preschool Ministry

The Preschool Christmas program will be Sunday, December 6th @ 6:30 p.m. Dress rehearsal will
be Saturday, December 5th, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Pizza will be served. Also, the Preschool Family dinner
will be held on Friday, December 4th @ 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Come as a family and en-
joy good food and Christian fellowship, listen to the Christmas story, and sing Christmas carols.
Make a special Christmas memory with your child. MOPS will provide turkey, ham, bread, and tea.
Please bring dishes according to your last name. (A-J salads & desserts, and K-Z casseroles & vege-
tables. Please RSVP to Kacia Frieze at the3friezes@yahoo.com or call 256-365-1557 by December
2nd. The Preschool will be sponsoring a family for Christmas. Angels with gift items will be located

on a tree on the counter in the preschool lobby. Please take one, sign the list, and return the item
unwrapped by December 16th to the Preschool. Thank you for thinking of others at Christmas
time. Thank you for the opportunity to serve Christ among you. Your children are a joy and bless-
ing to both Bobby and me. We wish all of you a Christ-centered Christmas and blessings for the
new year. In His Love, Patsy Flournoy
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@ Cropwell

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 *Sonshiners5
WOM /Knifty | Pell City High MOPS Christ| Progressive
Knitters School Con- mas Party in | Dinner
. cert Choir @ FH @ 6:30 | *Preschool
Meeting @ 10 6:30 Rehearsal @ 5pm
in FH ' * PDC Christmas

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
FF / KAE RN Ladies Fashio Singles 45+
Christmas Event in Church Staff | Show w/ Christmas | Millican Wed-
iHD%slsl a.m. Christmas Carolyn Britt Party @ 5 | ding

Party @ (See Dianna | oMEGAS | pmin FH | Rehearsal

Rehearsal @ 4 4 pm Enoch for more
** All Choirs pre- details)
sent Christmas
Music @ 6:30

Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering

27 29 30

CHURCH
OFFICE CLOS

NO
EVENING
SERVICE

NO EVENING
SERVICE

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
]

Average Attendance for November
Sunday School: 320

Morning Worship: 384

185

Evening Worship:



