
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean 

not on your own understanding; In all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 

your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)  I never ceased 

to be amazed at the grand orchestration of 

the entire universe by our God.  He begins, 

sustains, increases, and finishes.  He restores, 

forgives, converts, and delivers.  He directs, 

encourages, and challenges.  He is the author 

and Divine Designer of the Cosmos.  He is a 

God of purpose and planning.  He is the God of 

glory!  This text challenges us to be utterly de-

pendent upon the Lord trusting Him with eve-

rything.  This crashes against the mind set of 

our rebellious sin nature that urges us to be 

independent both physically and spiritually.  

We must allow the Holy Spirit to guide and 

direct us even when it does not feel comfort-

able or even right.  This is the essence of bibli-

cal faith, therefore, we must seek His guidance 

and His direction for the coming year. 

What Would you Do if Our Church set out to 

Establish  

Integrity of Membership?   

I heard about a certain church which did so 

recently.  A commitment card with an explana-

tory letter was mailed to every member.  An 

earnest appeal was made for each member to 

consider seriously and prayerfully the meaning 

of church membership.  They were asked to 

study carefully the commitment card.  If the 

individual desired to continue membership in 

the church, he or she was asked to sign the 

commitment card and turn it in.  Four months 

of intensive visitation to all members who did 

not respond followed.  Then a new member-

ship role was drawn up of those who indicated 

serious intention to be faithful members.  

What was the  

commitment each was asked to make?   

It was as follows: 

“Realizing that membership in the church 

should be one of the most responsible rela-

tionships of my life, I solemnly pledge to 

carry out the following agreement:   

1. I will attend the worship services of my 

church to the best of my ability. 

2. I am willing to serve to the best of my 

ability in some area of responsibility in an 

effort to strengthen the ministry of my 

church.   

3. I will give to my church faithful and con-

sistent financial support according to my 

ability.  Therefore, in view of my pledge 

to carry out the above agreement to the 

best of my ability, I desire to continue 

membership in ______Church.”  Results?  

Still too soon to get them all, but one 

result was the membership was cut in 

half!  Half of the people were not willing 

to live up to even the most elemental 

standards for church membership.  Some 

considered this a private contract that 

was the business of neither the pastor 

nor the church.  Some joined other 

churches where “no foolish requirements 

were made.”  Here at Cropwell Baptist 

we probably won’t attempt such a bold 

venture at this point, but really, what 

kind of commitment to your church do 

you have, and what does church mem-

bership mean to you?  Let’s make 2010 a 

testimony of integrity with regard to 

church membership. 
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Sign up in the Welcome Center for the Men’s weekend on January 29 & 30, 2010  

The guest speaker for the weekend is R. Kent Hughes.  Dr. Hughes is Senior Pastor Emeritus of College 

Church in Wheaton, Illinois. He is the author of numerous books, including the best-selling Disciplines of 

a Godly Man.  Currently he lives in Washington state with his wife, Barbara, and he is the father of 4 and 

grandfather of 21 children.  After Crosspoint secured Dr. Hughes they  then worked on inviting several 

area churches to share in the 2010 event with us.  Early in the summer the following churches commit-

ted to participate: 

Bethel Baptist Church, Moody, Alabama, Chris Burns, pastor 

Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Leeds, Alabama, Billy Abrams, pastor 

Cropwell Baptist Church, Pell City, Alabama, Phillip Burden, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Ashville, Alabama, James Sampley, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Moody, Alabama, David Spray, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Pell City, Alabama, John Thweatt, pastor 

St. Clair Baptist Association, Ben Chandler, Director of Missions 

 

Dr. Hughes  plans to speak Friday night about the importance of discipline in a man’s life according 1 

Timothy 4.  For Saturday morning, he wants to expound on the Discipline of the Mind and the Discipline 

of the Church in a man’s life.     

Here is the Schedule: 

Friday Evening:  Dinner @ 5:30 and Worship begins at 6:45 

Saturday Morning:  Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. and Worship begins at 8:15 a.m.   

Tickets are $30 which includes your meals and a book by R. Kent Hughes. 

Sign up now so that we can reserve your seat ! 

Page 2 Volume 3, Issue 1 

 

2010 Men’s Retreat at Crosspoint Church in Trussville 

DEADLINE TO SIGN UP FOR WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES APPROACHING ! 

In an effort to accommodate as many ladies as possible, we are offering 3 Bible Studies, on 3 different days.  Please 

sign up no later than Wednesday, January  20th if you are planning on participating!  See table in Welcome Center 

for more information and to sign up.   

Also, please make plans to join us on Sunday afternoon, January 17th from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.  The women’s ministry 

will host a Kick-Off Reception to start off the new year.  We will have snacks, fun, and fellowship!  There will be 

door prizes and we will also be recognizing all of the new women in our church from 2009.  Please make plans to 

join us! 
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Student Ministries 

  Senior High Winter Retreat 

  The Senior High Winter Retreat will be in Maggie Valley, North Carolina on  

  January 15-18, 2010.  This retreat is for 9th Grade through College only.  There is  

  a $75 deposit due by January 3rd, as well as an Orientation Meeting at 4:00 p.m.   

  For more information, please see Brother Josh Dorough.   

Student Choir 

Student Choir will begin again on Sunday, January 10th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Kids’ Korner 

 

  MOPS Fellowship 

  Please join us on Saturday, January 9th from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. for  

  our monthly MOPS Fellowship.  We will have guest speaker Angie Cantrell. 

  Please bring a pregnancy book or baby item to donate for the pregnancy center!   

. 

         CHILDREN’S BIBLE DRILL 

  All children interested in participating in the Children’ Bible Drill should meet  

DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING 

On January the 10th , 17th, and 24th from 4:00 - 6:30 p.m., Pastor Bill will be meeting with existing discipleship 

mentors, as well as potential mentors.  Our goal is to equip more mature believers to mentor  

others.  Jesus has commanded us to go and make disciples, teaching them...These meetings will include a time of 

questions and answers, as well as a time to become more familiar with our discipleship materials.  As the Lord adds 

new believers and members to our church, we need to be equipped to mentor and help them grow spiritually.  If 

you are interested in becoming a part of our mentoring program, please sign up in the Welcome Center no later 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 

3 
Choir rehearsal 
resumes @ 5 
Sr High Retreat 
Info Mtg @ 4 
 
Deacons Mtg @ 

4 5 
 
WOM & Knifty 
Knitters 
@ 10 a.m. 

6 7 8 9 
 

MOPS  
Fellowship @ 
4:00 in FH with 
Guest speaker 
Angie Cantrell 

10 
Student Ministry 
Leadership Mtg @ 
4 pm 
Discipleship/
Mentor Trng  

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 
Women’s 
 Ministry  
Reception  
5:00-6:30 pm  
in FH 
Discipleship/
Mentor Trng  

18 19 
 
Knifty Knitters 
@ 10 a.m. 

20 
 
Deadline to sign 
up for Student 
Ministries  
Spring Break  
Mission Trip 

21 22 23 

Student   24 
Ministries Info Mtg 
re: Spring Break @ 
4 pm  
Discipleship/
Mentor Trng  
@ 4 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study begins @ 

25 

 

 

Women’s  

Bible Study @ 10:00 

a.m. 

26 27 

Women’s  

Bible Study 6:30-8:00 

pm 

Midweek Worship 

Svc @ 6:30 pm 

28 29 30 

      31 

Student 

Ministry Leaders Mtg 

@ 4pm 

Childrens SS Teacher 

      

January 2010  

Average Attendance for December 

 Sunday School:    304           

Morning Worship:    396          

Evening Worship:   117 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

MEN’S WEEKEND @ CROSS-

POINT CHURCH 

SIGN UP AS SOON AS POSSI-

BLE! 

Be sure to mark your February Calendars for our St. Clair Baptist Association Choir Festival 

on Saturday, February 20th at 6:00 p.m. 

Be sure to mark your March calendars for our Worship Choir Easter Musical on Sunday, 

March 28th @ 6:30 


