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The wrath of God is ad-

mittedly not a popular 

subject.  There are a num-

ber of different aspects to 

the wrath of God.  Eternal 

wrath (punishment on 

unbelieving sinners),  

eschatological wrath 

(released at end of world), 

consequential wrath  

(sowing and reaping what 

you sow), and then there 

is the wrath of abandon-

ment.  It is exhibited by 

God when He turns His 

back on a society.  The 

Cycle of abandonment is 

found in Romans 1.  Here 

is the most graphic and 

most comprehensive dis-

cussion of what it means 

to be abandoned by God.  

It explains the moral 

chaos and confusion we 

experience in our own na-

tion, as we experience the 

uninterrupted cause and 

effect of our sinful 

choices.  The first indica-

tion in a society of the 

wrath of abandonment is 

sexual immorality.  The 

next step in the progres-

sion is that reasoning is so 

corrupted that it is crip-

pled.  The moral law of 

God written in the heart 

has been literally stomped 

and replaced with cultur-

ally immorality.  With out 

conscience, reason, or re-

straint, a society becomes 

like lustful, immoral 

beasts running wild.  It 

gets to the Jerry Springer 

level.  This is what hap-

pens when God abandons 

a society.  Why does 

God Abandon?  God has 

abandoned our society  

because our society has 

first abandoned God.   The 

major reason God aban-

dons is summed up in one 

statement:  ñWe suppress 

the truth.ò (Romans 1:18)   

In America weôve had the 

Word of God for centuries.  

But this nation and the 

world has suppressed 

the truth in unrighte-

ousness; we have 

crushed it under the 

preferences for sin.  

You cannot plead igno-

rance in our country!  

Manôs problem is not that 

he canôt find the truth, or 

recognize the truth.  It is 

that he will not.  Is there 

any hope for this coun-

try?  All I can say is there 

is a word of hope in Psalm 

81.  Verse 11 says ñBut My 

people did not listen to My 

voice and Israel did not 

obey Me, so I gave them 

over to the stubbornness 

of their heart to walk in 

their own devises.ò  But 

notice verse 13, ñO that 

My people would listen to 

Me, that Israel would 

walk in My ways.  I would 

quickly subdue their ene-

mies and turn My hand 

against their adversar-

ies.ò  And I love verse 16, 

ñAnd I would feed you 

with the finest of the 

wheat and from honey 

from the rock I would sat-

isfy you.ò   The key is  

listen to Me and Walk 

in My Ways!  And I 

would suggest that this is 

not a good time for 

weak men preaching 

weak messages in 

weak churches.  This is 

a time for bold and 

powerful, strong bibli-

cal ministry that calls 

people to hear the 

Word of the Lord and 

respond.  Itôs not too late 

until Jesus comes!  We can 

keep preaching this word 

to the end of the earth.  

Oh, Lord, may there be a 

great revival of Your 

Word, and may people lis-

ten to it and obey it, to 

Your glory.  Amen.   
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M a n y  c h u r c h e s  a r e  

doing a great job at being 

friendly, others are quite the 

opposite.  You can help grow 

your church by being friend-

lier.  Follow some of these tips 

to make your church a 

friendly place: 

Connect personally with 

visitors to your church 

Introduce new people to 

your friends 

Lead by example 

Welcome everyone with 

words and actions 

Remember that visitors donôt 

know your church culture yet 

Have a servantôs heart and be 

mindful of the needs of others 

Let a visitor know they are 

important by moving over or 

even offering  them your seat 

Be approachable both inside 

and outside the church 

Be a listener 

Keep in touch with people 

that donôt show up. 

Invite someone to join you in 

Sunday School. 

Smile. A sour  expression 

can be a put off 

Remember, friendliness is 

free.  You donôt have to 

spend a dime to show people 

how much you care about 

them.  Plus, it multiplies ex-

ponentially.  Since friendli-

ness is everyoneôs job (not 

just that of the church staff 

or the greeters at the door), 

you can spread the equity, so 

to speak.   

8/7   Mops Kickoff @ 4:00 pm 

8/8   Prayer Walk @ WIS @ 5:45 

8/8   Revival with Sam Cathey 

8/9   New School Year Begins ! 

8/14 IGNITE 2010 @ Avondale 

8/15 Promotion Sunday 

How Friendliness Helps Your Church Grow 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR AUGUST ! 

loons, puppets, and homemade 

ice cream.   Also, on Wednesday 

night, July 21st, we will have  a 

BBQ dinner in the Family Life 

Center and water games for the 

whole family.  Pastor Phillip 

will be presenting a devotional 

in the Family Life Center for 

those that do not wish to par-

ticipate in the water games.  

Come join us for these special 

events! 

JULY FAMILY FUN 
Join us Sunday, July 4th for 

Alive 2010 at Homestead Hol-

low.  This event will begin at 

4:00 p.m. through 8:00 p.m.  

There will be patriotic music 

and lots of fun for the whole 

family.  Our very own choir 

will be participating.  Admis-

sion is free. Also, on Wednes-

day night, July 7th, we will 

have a Summer Family Night 

at Cropwell at 6:00 p.m.  We 

will have a hot dog supper, in-

flatables, face painting, bal-
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8/15   Night of Gospel Music @ 6:30 

8/18   Summer Family Night  

8/29  Church Wide Picnic @ Shocco 3-7 PM 



PARENTS NIGHT OUT 

Parents Night Out will begin 

again on Friday, July 9th in the 

Preschool and Gym.  Parents of 

children (ages babies - fifth 

grade) are invited to enjoy a 

night out and leave your children 

at the church.  Dinner (pizza) 

and child care will be provided 

from 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. at a cost 

of $8.00 per child.  For our 

workers, please observe the  

beginning and ending times.  

You may sign up in the  

Preschool Department .  If you 

have any questions, please  

contact our Preschool Director, 

Mrs. Patsy Flournoy at  

pflournoy@cropwellbaptist.org  

or 205.338.7995.   

P a g e  3  C ro p we ll  Ba p t is t  N e ws  

pocket folders with brads; index 

cards; Elmerôs school glue;  

Fiskar scissors (adult size); 

bookbags/back pack (mesh); 

and individually wrapped pep-

permint candy.    These items 

may be placed in the grocery 

carts located in the Welcome 

Center or at the Coffee Station 

located in our Education Build-

ing.  This is a mission opportu-

nity for our entire church.  

Please begin praying for the 

Prayer Walk on August 8th 

from 5:45-6:15 at Williams 

Intermediate School.  Also, 

mark this important date on 

your calendar and plan to 

join us as we walk through 

our adopted school facility 

praying for the staff,  

teachers, students and their 

families.   

WOMEN ON MISSION NEWS 

Seems as though Summer just 

arrived, yet we are making 

plans for our annual collec-

tion of school supplies and 

our Prayer Walk at Williams 

Intermediate School.  During 

the month of July, we will  

collect basic school supplies 

for needy children.  These 

supplies include:  Wide-rule 

paper only; #2 pencils; spiral 

notebooks (single subject); 

 

 

The whole church watched with nervous 

anticipation as the visitors sat  where the 

Martins have sat for 42 years. 

Women on Mission and the Womenôs Ministry have a 

great opportunity to attend a Leadership Equipping & 

Enrichment Conference at Shocco on July 24th, 8:30 - 

4:00 p.m.  The cost is $32.50 which includes lunch.  This 

conference, called ñSacrificeò, features times of worship, 

Bible Study, missionary testimonies, and personal en-

richment conferences.  We will meet in the church Fel-

lowship Hall at 7:00 a.m. for a light breakfast and then 

travel as a group to Shocco.  Sign up in the Welcome 

Center. 
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Avg June Attendance: 

308 - Sunday School 

365 - Sunday Morning 

131 - Sunday Evening 

Acts 1:8  

Missions Com-

mittee Mtg @ 6 

pm 

Student  

Ministries @ 

Maple Village 9-

12 pm;  

Village @ Cook 

Springs  

Deaconôs Mtg 

@ 4:30 pm 

WOM/Knifty  

Knitters  

@ 10 am 

Maple Village 9-

12 pm and Village 

@ Cook Springs  

1:30-4:30 

Maple Village 9-

12 pm;  

Village @ CS  

1:30 - 4:30 pm 

 

Knifty  

Knitters  

@ 10 am 

Student  

Ministries @ Ma-

ple Village 9-12 

pm;  

Village @ Cook 

Springs  

2010 Offerings as of  

June 13, 2010 

$ 418,557 

$26,295 under budget 

ALIVE 2010 at 

4:00 pm @ 

Homestead Hol-

low 

No Evening Svc 

CHURCH OF-

FICE 

CLOSED ! 

Parentôs Night 

Out  

6-10 pm 

Bridal Tea  

for Caleb  Wood  

& Brittney  

Boston 2-4 pm 

SS Game Night 

6:30 

FAMILY 

NIGHT  

6-8 PM 

FAMILY 

NIGHT  

6-8 PM 

Womenôs 

ñSacrificeò 

Conference @ 

Shocco 8:30-

4:00 

Childrenôs SS 

Teachers Meet-

ing @ 4:30 

Maple Village 9-

12 pm;  

Village @ CS  

1:30 - 4:30 pm 

 


