
Upon this Rock should be a time of expec-

tancy and anticipation.  The people of God 

often face a building campaign with great 

consternation and trepidation.  Fear and 

doubt dictates their every thought.  Let me 

remind you that this should be a time of ex-

pectation and anticipation.  We should stand 

in awe at the privilege of being a part of a 

church where God is constantly at work.  The 

question should not be, “How can we reach 

this goal?”  The question should be “What 

will our God accomplish this time?”  Pastoral 

leadership and ministry involves so many 

different responsibilities and challenges.  

Leading a financial campaign for building 

facilities is not my favorite aspect of being a 

pastor.  It places a pastor in a vulnerable  

position to say the least.  When issues of 

finances enter in, we are often the subject of 

harsh criticism.  With that said, let me remind 

you that the aim of my life is to honor Jesus 

in word and in deed.  I have struggled to find 

the most God-honoring way for our church to 

secure the finances needed for future  

expansion.  I really believe that if everyone 

will seek the face of God and commit to do 

his or her part, we will reach the goal before 

us.  It is not equal giving, but it is equal sacri-

fice.  You are not asked in the word of God to 

give what another person gives, however, 

you are asked to honor your God in what you 

give.  Do you realize that more than half of all 

charitable giving comes from Americans 

earning less than $50,000 per year?  It is 

required of a steward that he be found  

faithful.  We are all stewards of what a  

gracious God has given us.  Real love can 

only be expressed by sacrificial giving.  Love 

without giving is empty and meaningless.  If 

we love God, really love him, we will delight 

to give in such a way to give an expression of 

our love.  The right kind of giving honors 

God.  It expresses love and gratitude to 

God, and it is inspired by the love of God.  

The old statement is true:  “You can give 

without loving, but you cannot love without 

giving.”  Many Christians today seem to 

think that the way to financial betterment is 

by keeping the money that rightfully be-

longs to God.  God says that’s not the way 

it works.  He says when you give to His 

work, you receive many times over the 

amount you give.  Those aren’t my words; 

they’re His.  Would you release yourself to 

be all that God would have you to be?  See 

this endeavor as an opportunity to see the 

glory of God fulfilled in your life.  The Bible 

says “Bring your tithes into the local store-

house, that there may be food in My house, 

and try Me now in this, says the Lord of 

hosts, if I will not open the windows of 

heaven and pour out for you such blessing 

that there will not be room enough to re-

ceive it.” (Malachi 3:10)  Let us not walk 

through this glorious time begrudgingly, but 

with confidence in our God. 

 

Natalie and I, as well as our church staff, 

would like to wish you all a Happy  

Thanksgiving!  We are thankful that God 

has brought us together as the body of 

Christ at Cropwell Baptist Church. 

 

Pastor Phillip 

“We remember without ceasing your work 

of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope 

in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our 

God and Father.”   

I Thessalonians 1:3 
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Attitude of Gratitude  

As we enter this Thanksgiving season, let us remember that we have a lot to be  

thankful for at Cropwell Baptist.  The Lord has blessed us in so many ways in 2009.  So 

far this year, we have had 22 people receive the Lord as their personal Savior.  In addition 

to those saved in 2009, the Lord has added 28 new members to our church family.  Also 

there have been several people who have rededicated their lives to the Lord this year and 

there are new believers currently going through one-on-one discipleship.  We also want to 

praise the Lord that we were able to start four new Sunday School classes and we are 

excited that our church has been able to participate in 3 mission trips this year:  Tennes-

see, Arkansas, and most recently Peru.  In Peru, the missions team was able to share the 

gospel over 800 times and over 250 new believers have now begun one-on-one disciple-

ship!  Praise the Lord for the privilege of doing His work!  Finally, we have begun a new 

building program at Cropwell.  Phase 1 has begun and our current CLC is under construc-

tion.  We will be able to add 8 new offices, a break room, and workroom.  We are also 

adding 18 new Sunday School classes, we are expanding our current youth room, and 

have also added a beautiful new children’s worship center!  Lord willing, construction will 

begin on our new Family Life Center in a few days.  God is so good and we thank Him 

for His goodness to us during this year.   Let us not grow complacent, but rather keep 

pressing on for His glory and His honor.  Our prayer for the new year is that God will con-

tinue to have His hand upon this church, that souls will continue to come into the Kingdom 

and that God will be glorified in all that we say and do.  This Thanksgiving season, let’s 

remember to not only thank God for what He is doing in our personal lives, but also in our 

church!  ñMake a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!  Serve the LORD with glad-

ness;  Come before His presence with singing.  Know that the LORD, He is God;  It 

is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of 

His pasture.   Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with 

praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  For the LORD is good; His mercy 

is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.ò (Psalm 100) 

Women on Mission  

“Hats off” to the Knifty Knitters!  These ladies have been very busy knitting hats, 

scarves, and lap throws.  The items will be used for the following:  (1)  Christmas gifts for 

the Children’s Place ladies and children; (2)  Gifts for ladies at M-Power; (3) Gifts for the 

families that our 1st -6th Grade Sunday School classes will be adopting for Christmas; (4) 

Lap throws for residents at Rose Manor Senior Residence; (5) Jimmy Hale Mission; (6) 

Campers on Mission in Oneida, Kentucky; and (7) our 2010 Mission trip to Peru. 

We greatly appreciate the donated yarn, however, we are in need of more.  If anyone has 

yarn not being used and would like to make a donation, there will be a box in the Fellow-

ship Hall for this purpose.  Our group continues to grow!  Meetings are the first and third 

Tuesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m.  Remember, no knitting 

skills required!  Grab a salad, sandwich, or dessert and join us for fun, fellowship, and a 

very worthy cause.  See you next time on November 3rd ! 

 

Shoebox Collection  

Don’t forget the Women’s 

Ministry is sponsoring the  

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox  

Collection again this year.  

Please pack a shoebox 

with gifts for a boy or girl, 

place label on the box, and 

include $7 for shipping.  

Our collection week is  

November 8 -15, 2009.  

You may place your shoe-

boxes under the Christmas 

tree located at the 

Women’s Ministry table in 

the Welcome Center.  

Thank you for your partici-

pation in this ministry that 

gives not only Christmas 

gifts to children, but the 

gospel of Jesus Christ!  

For more information, 

please see  

Shelly Martin. 
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Women’s Bible study to begin January 2010 ! 

 

Please sign up at our Women’s Ministry table if you would like to 

participate in our upcoming Bible study in January.  We are planning 

on doing the “He Speaks to Me” by Priscilla Shirer.  Some of you 

ladies may remember Priscilla from a couple of sessions we did last 

year.  In this six -week study, Priscilla draws life lessons from 

the account of God speaking to the boy Samuel .  In this beloved 

Bible story, she relates six characteristics found in Samuel that are 

applicable to women today:  A Simple Relationship, a Set-Apart Holiness, A Still Attentive-

ness, A Single-Minded Worship, a Sold Out Hunger, and a Servant’s Spirit.  More informa-

tion will be coming soon on this Bible study.  Sign up now ! 

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY WILL BE NOVEMBER 15TH !  

In October we honored our Pastors.  In November, we will give thanks for our Church staff.  

On Sunday morning, November 8th we will be taking up a love offering to show our appre-

ciation to our church staff.  On Sunday, November 15th  we will recognize our staff and 

host a reception in their honor.  Please make plans to attend the reception, immediately 

after the evening service on Sunday the 15th .  Please bring heavy horsd’oeuvres/finger 

foods for this event.  Also, a basket will be available if you would like to leave cards/notes 

for the church staff.  Let’s take this opportunity to thank our staff for all they do both publicly 

and behind the scenes for our church.  Our church staff includes:  Andy Hadley (Worship 

Pastor); Sherry Daniel (Ministry Assistant); Patsy Flournoy (Preschool Director); Ashley 

Anderson (Children’s Director); Josh Dorough (Pastor-Student Ministries); Janice Hudson 

(Part-time Ministry Assistant); Linda Williams (Custodian); and Jacque Owen (Financial 

Secretary). 

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 

MOPS Cookie Swap :  On November 7th at 4:00 

p.m ., MOPS will meet in the Fellowship Hall.  

Please bring your children (we will not have a 

nursery).  We will have a cookie swap and then all 

parents and children will be visiting shut-ins.   

Preschool Gratefulness Get Together :  On No-

vember 18th , the preschoolers will celebrate their 

thanks to God with a meal, crafts, and games.   

Preschool Christmas Program :  December 6th 

during our pm service will be the Preschool Christ-

mas program.  More details to come concerning 

costumes and extra rehearsals! 

 

The church family will 

again have the opportu-

nity to provide  

poinsettias for the 

Christmas season to 

decorate our sanctuary.  

All plants may be taken 

home following the  

morning service on De-

cember 20th.  Cost is 

$20 each .  Poinsettia 

order forms are in the 

Welcome Center on the 

Information table. Dead-

line to order your 

poinsettia is Novem-

ber 18th.    Please see 

Deborah Sherbet if you 

have questions. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Our children’s ministry will present  

“A Night of Praise” on Sunday night, 

November 15, 2009 .   

Please make plans to come out and 

support our children as they lead the 

entire church service in music and 

praise.   

Student Ministries 

Boys  Camp Out  

 

Youth boys in grades  

7-12 will have a camp 

out at Lake Chinnabee 

on  

November 6th & 7th.  If 

you have questions, or 

to sign up, please see 

Josh Dorough. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 



Sun  Mon  Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 
Daylight Sav-
ings Time Ends, 
Lord’s Supper/
Baptism,  
Deacon’s Mtg @ 
4:30  

2 

 

3 

 

4 
5:30 Children’s 

Pizza and 

choir rehearsal 

in Fellowship 

Hall 

5 

 

6 
 

7 

 

 

MOPS @ 4:00  

Cookie Swap 

& Visiting 

Choir      8 
Fellowship @ 11,  
Staff Love  
Offering, 
Veterans Day 
Recognition 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Adults in Fel-
lowship Hall 
******* 
Kid’s Choir in 
Sanctuary 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

Staff       15 
Appreciation Day, 
A Night of Praise 
Children's Musi-
cal (pm svc), 
Staff Appreciation 
reception after 
pm svc 

16 

 

17 
 

18 
 
Preschool 
Gratefulness 
Get Together 

19 
 
OMEGAS 

20 
 
Sunday School 
Game Night 

21 
 

22 
Community 
Thanksgiving 
Svc @ Eden 
Westside -- NO 
EVENING SVC 
@ Cropwell 

23 

 

24 
 

25 
 
NO EVENING 
SERVICE 

26 

 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

 

Children’s SS 

Teacher’s Meet-

ing @ 4:30 

30 

 

Mark your Calendars for these December Dates!  

12/4 Mops Christmas Party;  12/5 Purpose Driven Christmas Party;  

12/6 Preschool Christmas Play;  12/9 Pell City High School Concert Choir to 

perform; 12/13 Worship Choir Christmas Musical (PM Svc);  12/18 Singles 

45+ Christmas Party;  12/20 Worship Choir Christmas Caroling;  12/23 No 

evening service;  12/24-12/25 Church Office Closed;  12/27 No evening ser-

vice;  12/28 Church Office closed 

 

Average Attendance for October  

 

 Sunday School:            311 

Morning Worship:            367  

Evening Worship:            175 

November 2009  

@ Cropwell 

CHRISTIANS BEWARE !  

Listen to this quote from the Alabama Baptist newspaper.  On September 25th, 

Abdul Malik & thousands of Muslims gathered on Capitol Hill for prayer.  During 

his sermon, Malik made it clear Islam seeks to make converts.  “America, I an-

nounce to you, it is my intention to invite your children to the worship of one 

God” he said.  “It is my intention to remove every idol from every place -- noth-

ing physical.  It is a confrontation of ideas, because, brothers and sisters, the 

most powerful weapon you have in your hand...is truth.”  Malik plans to move 

soon to Washington to serve as chief executive officer of Islam on Capitol Hill. 

Student Ministries Boys Camp 

Out @ Lake Chinnabee  

SAMARITAN’S PURSE -- SHOEBOX COLLECTION WEEK -- LEAVE SHOEBOXES IN WELCOME CENTER  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 


